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ability to evoke general sympathy, and lastly barbarism in
all its forms/ We may note in passing that, although Gobi-
neau was a Frenchman, he has included London as the
westernmost point of occidental civilization, and not Pa-
ris; and though the contributions of Stockholm to wes-
tern civilization may seem very slight indeed, he had to
include it as it was the northernmost point on his Aryan
map of Europe. And Aryan it certainly was.

It is in the West, therefore, with its dynamic political
and religious movements, its constant uige for action and
progress, that human history has its being. The reason
why the other parts of the world had no history of their
own was due to the fact that there the struggle took place
between the Aryan element, on the one hand, and the
*black and yellow principle', on the other. And Gobineau
continues: There is no need to observe that, where the
black races fought among themselves only, or where the
yellow races were concerned with their own circle of
existence, or lastly where black or yellow mixtures are at
grips with each other, no history at all is possible.. .His-
tory springs forth only from contact with the white ra-
ces/ It is, perhaps, strange to find that Hegel and Go-
bineau, starting as they do from such different points of
view, should reach such similar conclusions. But the
nineteenth century, which saw the rise of democracy, also
witnessed the formation of the forces of reaction; and if
we speak of cultural conflicts we indeed mean by it the
-reflection of deeply rooted social and political conflicts in
the consciousness of man. Gobineau's insistence on the
caste system and the 'white principle9 is symbolical of a
generation of writers and scholars who had been disillu-
sioned by the failures of the French Revolution and who